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This month has been one with multiple questions about weight gain. One lady came in and said, "How can I be 

gaining weight? I’m eating smarter and I’m walking more. What am I doing wrong?” What she failed to mention 

was that her physician had changed some of her medicines which caused her weight loss to slow down. So we will 

review what medications might be causing your weight gain.�

Certain prescription drugs such as those used to treat high blood pressure, mood disorders, seizures, migraines and 

diabetes can cause weight gain-- up to several pounds a month. In many cases, we will be able to switch you to 

other medications to help your condition with clearance from your physician. By doing so, we can help with your 

weight loss.  However, sometimes it’s impossible to change medications, and we will just have to work around that.�

Some drugs you take stimulate your appetite, and as a result, you eat more. Other drugs affect the way your body 

absorbs or stores glucose, which can lead to fat deposits around your midsection.  Some even cause calories to be 

burned at a slower rate causing your body’s metabolism to slow down. And then again others can cause shortness 

of breath and fatigue, making it difficult for people to exercise. Finally, other drugs can cause you to retain water, 

which adds to weight but not necessarily fat.�

Drugs that trigger increases in appetite may work on your brain to affect the satiety area. It’s often difficult to dis-

tinguish between weight gain from a drug and weight gain from other causes. Have you changed your diet or your 

amount of exercise? Because many things can slow the weight-loss process, you have to be open and honest with 

us to let us know.  �

Weight gain can increase your chances of high cholesterol, hypertension, and type II diabetes. If rapid weight gain 

occurs in a short period, you need to be concerned. You should never stop taking medications, but rather you need 

to discuss the problem right away with your prescribing physician. 

 

Let’s review some of the drugs that cause you to gain weight. Both the older and newer antidepressants are notori-

ous for increasing appetite and causing weight gain. Some of these are used to treat migraine headaches. Tricyclic 

antidepressants such as Elavil and Pamelor (Nortriptyline) affect the neurotransmitters of the brain and exhibit an-

tihistamine activity which boosts your appetite. However, the newer class of antidepressants called SSRIs is usually 

associated with weight gain such as Paxil, Zoloft and Prozac. Effexor and Cymbalta are not a cause of weight gain 

nor is Wellbutrin. In fact, Wellbutrin has been shown even to help people lose weight.�

Other weight-gain culprits are Zyrtec and Allegra. These are selective antagonists of histamine one receptors. These 

drugs, which are available without prescription, have been associated with weight gain-- as much as 20 pounds. 

They also affect insulin levels.�

Antipsychotic drugs such as Zyprexa, Risperdal, and Clozapine are all associated with weight gain. These drugs have 

an antihistamine activity that block serotonin which may contribute to the mechanism of weight gain. Recent re-

search has shown that the enzymatic action of AMP–kinase is elevated in patients’ brains that use antipsychotics. 

AMP–kinase can block the brain's histamine one receptor, which will boost appetite and will lead to weight gain. 

Other antipsychotics may impair glucose control and lead to insulin resistance, impaired glucose tolerance, and 

type II diabetes. A fasting blood sugar should be checked before the beginning of antipsychotic treatments and pe-

riodically after that.        Continued on page 2….�
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Of the antihypertensive drugs that people take for blood pressure control, beta blockers are known for weight 

gain. Typical examples of these drugs are Lopressor and Tenormin. Many of the older beta blocker drugs lead to 

fatigue which can cause weight gain in patients by slowing them down, thus affecting the number of calories 

burned each day.�

Oral corticosteroids can cause the risk of weight gain with high doses and long-term use. Oral corticosteroids are 

used for asthma and painful joint inflammation and arthritis. Local injected corticosteroids, such as might be 

needed for joint replacement or spinal column inflammatory response, or inhaled corticosteroids that are used for 

asthma, are often not associated with weight gain, but again everybody’s different.�

Diabetic medicines for type II diabetics such as Diabeta and Glucotrol are members of the sulfonylurea class. These 

drugs often lead to weight gain which in turn makes patients’ blood sugars worse which then causes them to seek 

out carbohydrates.�

Seizure and mood-stabilizing drugs such as Depakote (valproic acid) are used to treat epilepsy and bipolar disor-

ders. Valproic acid is also used for migraine prevention, yet it appears to boost the appetite and may result in a 10 

to 20 pound weight gain. Lithium is another mood stabilizing drug which is associated with weight gain.�

�

So if you’re concerned about the weight you might be gaining because of medications, please consult your doctor 

to see if they are the cause. If so, find out if he or she is willing to change these medications. Our hope is that as 

you lose your weight, many of these medicines can be stopped. One of the greatest joys we have is seeing patients 

come off medications due to weight loss. So don’t be discouraged about weight gain from medications. There are 

always answers to the problem, and we are here to help you in any way we can.�

I leave you with one of my favorite verses, Philippians 4:6: Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication and with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God; and the peace of God, which sur-

passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.�

Blessings,�

Chuck Shaffer MD 
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